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Durban’s COP17 
‘Conference of Polluters’

28 Nov - 9 Dec 2011

a conference 
about money, 
not climate justice

view from Apollo, 1969



what is ‘climate justice’?
core principles from Rights of Mother Earth 
conference, Cochabamba, Bolivia (April 2010)
•50 percent reduction of greenhouse gas emissions by 2017
•stabilising temperature rises to 1C and 300 Parts Per Million

•acknowledging the climate debt
owed by developed countries
•full respect for Human Rights and the inherent rights of indigenous people
•universal declaration of Mother Earth rights to ensure harmony with nature
•establishment of an International Court of Climate Justice

•rejection of carbon markets, and 
REDD’s commodifed nature and forests
•promotion of change in consumption patterns of developed countries
•end of intellectual property rights for climate technologies 
•payment of 6 percent of developed countries’ GDP for climate change

Evo Morales



last time SA hosted 
global environment 
conference:‘Rio+10’

World Summit on Sustainable Development 
Johannesburg, 31 August 2002: 30,000 protested 
UN ‘type-two partnerships’, water privatisation, 
carbon trading, ‘false solutions’, neoliberalism



Major sites for neoliberal plus 
sustainable dev. discourses 



Copenhagen COP15, December 2009
non-binding!
4 degree 

increase!

• Jacob Zuma (SA)
• Lula da Silva (Brazil)
• Barack Obama (USA)
• Wen Jiabao (China)

• Manmohan Singh (India)

“th
ey broke

the UN!”

(Bill M
cKibbon,

350.org)



lead US climate negotiator Todd Stern, 
on demand for recognising climate debt?

'The sense of guilt or 'The sense of guilt or 
culpability or reparations culpability or reparations 

–– I just categoricallyI just categorically
reject thatreject that''

Stern thus rejects core
principle: ‘polluter pays’

WikiLeaks revealed 
(Feb ‘10) Stern bribery 

and bullying:
Ethiopia, Maldives

Ethiopian tyrant
Meles Zenawi: 
UN Advisory 
Group on 
Finance cochair,
halved AU’s
2009 demands 
for climate debt

Maldives cabinet gets
$50m in US aid = U-turn, 
to support Copenhagen



who owes? who caused climate change?
GHG/capita by country, 1950-2000 Canada

USA
EU

Australia
Russia

countries sabotaging COP
deal to save the planet



instead of paying 
climate debt, US says:
‘fix market problem 

with market solution’

DATE: December 12, 1991
TO: Distribution
FR: Lawrence H. Summers

... I think the economic logic behind 
dumping a load of toxic waste in the 
lowest wage country is impeccable 
and we should face up to that.

World Bank chief economist, 
later US Treasury Secretary and 

Obama’s economic manager.
full memo: www.whirledbank.org



Cancun COP 16 revived market fix
in theory, yes, as a 
‘castle in the sky’…
but in reality relying 
upon carbon 
markets is like 
building that castle 
atop quicksand –
given the market’s 
corruption, fraud, 
thievery, stagnation 
and speculation



carbon trading gimmick:
US vice-president Al Gore (later a 

carbon trader) pushed for Kyoto to 
include emissions markets, 

in exchange for Washington’s 
promised support … promise soon broken 

Gore: ‘The European Union has 
adopted this US innovation and is 
making it work effectively there.’

(An Inconvenient Truth, p. 252) 



impossible to finance renewable impossible to finance renewable 
energy with such low carbon pricesenergy with such low carbon prices

emissions market’s five major crashes, 2006-09, 
2010 stagnation, 2011 theft-closure, 2012 denouement?

does EU carbon trading 
‘work effectively’?



Green Climate Fund – $100bn/year by 2020
being designed today in Mexico City
• $100 billion isn’t enough!
• direct access? ‘Basic 
Income Grants’ preferable 
to existing ‘aid’ systems 
(but Manuel is opposed)
• carbon trade will provide 
up to 50% of Fund revenue
• World Bank is interim 
trustee despite terrible 
record of managing climate 
and development funding

Trevor Manuel 
SA minister, GCF co-chair

Robert Zoellick
World Bank president



the World Bank
be lead climate financier?
• fossil fuel loans: $6.3 billion in 
2009-10 year, up from $1.6 bn in 2006-07;

• commodity export dogma;
• resource curse financing;
• carbon trading promotion;
• Robert Zoellick qualifications:

-WB prez after Wolfowitz was fired
-Goldman Sachs int’l banker, 2006-7
-US State Dep’t #2, 2005-6
-US Trade Rep to WTO, 2001-5
-Bush’s Florida vote-counter, 2000
-Enron ‘senior political advisor’, 1999
-neocon Project for a New American 
Century founder, 1998 (‘invade Iraq’)
-Fannie Mae #2, 1993-9
-US Treasury: Deputy Assistant 
Secretary during S&L crash, 1980s

full critique: http://ccs.ukzn.ac.za

. .. 
breaks     .

everything 
he touches

a very worried panda

Should
Robert

Zoellick



Durban’s Conference of Polluters (COP17):
global solidarity protest on 3 December


